Heritage Day
an opportunity to celebrate
the architectural heritage and historic
places of Canada.

The Heritage Canada Foundation promotes the third Monday in February each year as Heritage Day.

For more information about this event, contact:

“The Fishery; The Heart and Soul of our People”
Jennifer Walsh, Grade 12

Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador
P.O.Box 5171, 1 Springdale Street
St. John’s, Newfoundland
Canada, A1C 5V5
P: 709.739.1892 F: 709.739.5413 TF: 1.888.739.1892
Email us at info@heritagefoundation.ca
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The Province of Newfoundland and Labrador is known for its distinctive and very intriguing heritage. There are many different aspects which come to mind when you think of
Newfoundland and Labrador’s heritage; for example: traditional song and dance, different styles of housing, living off the land, the Beothucks, etc… For my heritage poster, however,
I chose to represent a traditional fishing settlement in Newfoundland and Labrador.
I believe that the fishery is an extremely important aspect of our province’s history; being the main reason why our province was settled by the Europeans, and also for the longest time,
being the main source of employment in the province.
The communities in those days were built around the shore, thus testament to the fact that the lives of the early Newfoundlanders and Labradorians were based solely on the fishery.
My poster depicts a traditional fishing settlement, in which the community is built closely around the shore, as I mentioned. The traditional dory is also present in the piece, along with
a more technologically advanced motor boat. The wharfs which the fisherman would tie their boats to and the stages where the women would dry and salt the fish are also present in
the poster. The traditional style of housing, a “salt-box” house, is also present, as this is also an important part of our heritage.
I chose to create this poster using charcoal because I believe it represents the cold, somber mood surrounding the history of the fishery in Newfoundland and Labrador; the mood which
still lingers there today. The lives of the early Newfoundlanders and Labradorians were far from easy. They worked diligently to survive this seemingly impossible land and the fishery
wasn’t always all that promising. They had hard, troublesome lives, and I believe the use of charcoal represents theirtoil and heartache.
I therefore dedicate this piece to the fisherpeople of the past and present. I entitle it “The Fishery: the Heart and Soul of Our People”

